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The Merchant Shipping Registration Act 1991 

 
Application to Register a Small Ship 

and re-registration 
 

 
 

The Small Ships Register is only open to residents of the Isle of Man. 
 
Please complete using Registry Advice Note No 09 for guidance.  Please us BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 
Please tick boxes as appropriate. 
 
Owners must provide original evidence of ownership, i.e. Builder’s Certificate or Bill of Sale.  If in a foreign language a 
certified translation must be produced. 
 

 
 

SECTION B – PART 1 REGISTRY 
 

5.  Is the ship already registered under Part I of the Merchant Shipping Registration Act 1991? 
 

 Yes  No  If no, go to question 11 
 

6.  What is its official number?   
     The official number will be permanently marked on or affixed to the ship. 
   

7.  What is its Port of Registry?   
     The Port of Registry is usually painted or marked on the stern e.g. Douglas 
 

 

SECTION A – DETAILS OF SHIP 
 

1.  Description      
      

 Sailing Cruiser  Motor Cruiser  Sailing Dinghy   
 

 Motor Dinghy  Inflatable     
        

Other, please specify as fully as possible   
   

Class name or make where known   
   

2. Overall length in metres to the nearest centimetre. 
       If over twenty four metres the Statement of Length at the end of this form must be signed. 

 

  
 Length (in figures & words)  (Metres & cm) 
    

3.  Name    
     (Ships bearing undesirable names will not be registered)  
   

4.  Number of hulls    
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8.  Are you the owner recorded on that register? 
 

    Yes  No   
     

9.  Have you enclosed the Certificate of Registry? 
 

     Yes  No  If no, give reasons   
     

   
   

10. If you have answered no to question 8, have you enclosed a statement of entitlement to ownership (Form SSR 2),      
evidence of ownership including Bills of Sale?   

 

     Yes  No  N/A   
       

     If no, give reasons   
   

   
   

 
 

SECTION C – SMALL SHIPS REGISTRY 
 

11.  Has the ship ever been registered on the Small Ships Register? 
 

       Yes  No  If no, go to question 15  
      

12. Please give its official number and date of expiry of the Certificate of Registry.   
The number will be permanently marked on or affixed to the ship.  If the date of expiry is not known please insert ‘not 
known’ 

 

       SSR  Date of expiry   
     

13.  Are you the owner recorded on the Certificate of Registry changed? 
 

       Yes  No  If no, please state the date you purchased the ship 
 

    Date   
       

14.  Have any of the details on the Certificate of Registry changed? 
 

       Yes  No  If yes, please give date of first or only change   
 

 
 

SECTION D – DETAILS OF PRESENT OWNERSHIP 
 

15.  Total number of PRESENT owners   
 

       Please enter the name and address where ordinarily resident and the nationality of every present owner. 
       The person signing this form should appear first.  If more than three owners, please provide their details on a separate     
        sheet. 
 

16.  Full Name   
   

       Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other, please state   
 

       Address   
 

   
 

        Postcode   
 
 

        Nationality  Signature   
 

17.   Full Name   
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       Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other, please state   
 

       Address   
 

   
 

        Postcode   
 
 

        Nationality  Signature   
 

17.   Full Name   
   

       Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other, please state   
 

       Address   
 

   
 

        Postcode   
 
 

        Nationality  Signature   
 

 
 

SECTION E – DECLARATION 
 

If the ship is jointly owned, the declaration should be signed by the person whose details appear first  in Section D. 
 
I understand that it is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in order to obtain registration and hereby 
declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the details given in this application are correct. 
 
Signed  Date   
 

Name in BLOCK CAPITALS   
 

 
 
SECTION F – STATEMENT OF LENGTH 
 
(Only required if vessel is over 24 metres) 
 
Where a vessel is found to be 24 metres or more in overall length, it may still qualify. 
 
The following statement of length must be completed by a qualified Naval Architect or Ship Surveyor. 
 
I certify that the ship described in this application is less than 24 metres in length when measured in accordance with the 
formula contained in the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969 and given effect in the Isle of 
Man by the Merchant Shipping (Tonnage) (Isle of Man) Regulations 1998 (SD 513/98). 
 
Signed  Date   

 

Name in BLOCK CAPITALS     
     

Title     
 

Please send completed form to the Isle of Man Ship Registry, Peregrine House, Peel Road, Douglas, Isle of Man,
IM1 5EH, together with the registration fee, and any enclosures needed (see questions 9 & 10).  
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the Isle of Man Government. 
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