
Port State Control – Information Notice No. 1 of 2011 
 
 
The purpose of this notice is to advise shipowners, operators, managers and Masters of Isle 
of Man registered ships of the following; 
 
 

United States Coastguard – Marine Safety Alert 
Inspection of Fuel Oil Quick-Closing Valves 

 
 
The United States Coastguard (USCG) has recently issued a new marine safety alert notice 
advising of their concerns with respect to the inspection of fuel oil quick-closing valves. 
   
Please refer to the attached USCG document which covers the subject matter regarding 
inspection and testing of fuel oil quick-closing valves. 
 
Whereas the safety alert on fuel oil quick closing valves is intended to target aspects of 
compliance on all vessels regardless of type.  The inspection is designed to examine a 
specific area and not intended to detract from the normal port state control inspections.  It is 
anticipated the inspection on fuel oil quick closing valves will be carried out in conjunction 
with regular port state control targeting and inspection. 
 
The USCG has strongly recommended that vessel’s engineers and personnel ensure; 
 

 The Quick-closing valves operating system is capable of remotely closing all valves as 
designed; some systems close valves sequentially and others simultaneously. 

 There is a maintenance plan in place including, inter alia, technical manuals 
containing diagrams and information that describes the system components, required 
spare parts, operation, maintenance and repair. 

 That all engine department personnel can identify the location of each valve, the 
respective remote closure and how to close them locally and remotely in an 
emergency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Bregazzi 
Senior Surveyor/PSC Co-ordinator 
Isle of Man Ship Registry 






